
 

 URBAN FIELDWORK 
 

Stage in enquiry 
process 

What we did 

Stage 1 – Suitable question 

for geographical enquiry 
Hypothesis 
“Levels of deprivation vary between areas of a city.” 
 
The underpinning theory is the Burgess Model which identifies changes in land use 
within cities: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also we have the context of the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD). The government 
compiles statistics on various indicators of deprivation (poverty) such as education, 
unemployment, poor health, housing and England is divided into 32,844 
geographical units which can be mapped. We are looking into whether our primary 
data collection reveals the same trends as this secondary data. 
 
We conducted our primary data collection in Greater Manchester as an example of 
a city where there are wide variations in quality of life. It is also a city to which it is 
possible to travel to from our school within a day. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We selected fieldwork sites by taking a Southwesterly transect through the city. 
However the sites were not at equal intervals (systematic). Instead we used stratified 
sampling to pre-select areas that we knew had different rankings on the Index of 
Multiple Deprivation so that we could make comparisons. 
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Risk assessment examples: 
Risk of being separated from the group. Control measure – stay in groups of minimum 4. 
Risk of traffic accidents – take care crossing roads 
Risk of conflict with the public – be polite and respectful 

 

Stage 2 – Selecting, 
measuring and recording 
data appropriate to the 
chosen enquiry. 

We adopted a stratified sampling technique to select three locations in Greater Manchester which had different IMD 
scores, including one which we knew had undergone regeneration. 
 

- Site 1 Ordsall, an inner city area of Salford, Greater Manchester. Found to the west of Manchester City Centre, this area was in 
the Inner City and made up of Victorian terraced housing. This area is in the most deprived decile. It is ranked 1087 out of 32844 
(where 1 is the most deprived and 32844 is the least deprived) 

- Site 2 Salford Quays, is a regenerated area. It is an area of Salford, Greater Manchester, near the end of the Manchester Ship 
Canal. This area is in the least deprived decile despite only being a mile away from Site 1. This is the impact of regeneration. 
Salford Quays is ranked 30442 out of 32844. 

- Site 3, Sale, a suburban area of Greater Manchester. This area is in Decile 7 This is the suburbs in a part of Greater Manchester 
called Trafford. It is ranked 22478 out of 32844. 

- Site 4, Bowden – a village on the rural-urban fringe. This area is in the least deprived decile. This is the rural-urban fringe as it is 
near the border with Cheshire. It is one of the least deprived areas in England with a rank of 32534 out of 32844. 

 

Evaluation Sites were also selected based upon their suitability to meet the requirements of the risk assessment. 
The Index of Multiple Deprivation was used as the indicator of quality of life. Stratified sampling was used to ensure 
sites provided a range of levels of deprivation within the Greater Manchester area. However, Salford Quays and 
Bowden had similar levels of quality of life according to the IMD. This therefore provided a limited range of 
contrasting levels of quality of life. Four study sites were selected to ensure optimum reliability of data within the 
time constraints of the fieldwork.  However, with just four study sites being selected, the reliability of data could 
also be questioned and results may be considered to not be representative of Greater Manchester as a whole. 
 

Primary Data 
 
Quantitative data is often objective and numerical in nature. 
 
Environmental Quality Survey puts quality of life perceptions into numerical data. Quality of the environment was assessed across four 
major categories: buildings, traffic, open space and general, then subdivided to include a wide range of environmental characteristics. 



Personal opinion used to score environmental characteristics, a bipolar scale, +2 to –2. A total value calculated for each study site. 

 
 

Evaluation: Data is opinion based and is therefore subjective. Comparing environmental quality surveys carried out 
by different individuals, unreliable. Each characteristic on the survey is given the same weighting as others. In 
reality some characteristics such as building design or evidence of vandalism may be seen as of greater significance 
than proximity to public transport when assessing overall environmental quality. 
 

Qualitative data is often subjective/opinion based and descriptive in nature. 
 

Photographic Evidence collected to support the environmental quality survey.  Annotated to look for features of 
the environmental quality survey or features that may support or reject the secondary data. 
 



 
 

Evaluation: choice of what to photograph subjective. Bias selecting photograph images that fit expectations. 
Perceptions of quality of life will vary from one individual to another. Awareness and sensitivity towards the needs 
and wellbeing of the local population may have restricted photography in some areas. Perceptions of quality of life 
(annotations) will vary from one individual to another. 
 

Secondary Data 
 

Index of Multiple Deprivation: The government takes information from the census and combines different data 
sets to produce a score. Reliable data, government source. Combines large amounts of complex data in an easy to 
use format (GIS). IMD looks at factors: health, housing, crime, education etc. not just wealth. 
 

 



 

Evaluation: Data is based from 2019 and may therefore be considered as outdated. IMD composite index has some 
categories not relevant in some sites. It is displayed using choropleth mapping – these show abrupt changes 
between areas when actually changes are often more gradual. There may also be variation within the ward that 
the choropleth map is not able to show. 
 
 

Stage 3 – Processing and 
presenting fieldwork data in 
various ways 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annotated Photographs 

 
 

Stage 4 and 5 – Describing, 
analysing and explaining 
fieldwork data and Reaching 
Conclusions. 

The analysis was based on the idea that quality of life improves with distance from the city centre. This is due to the process of 
suburbanisation as wealthier people move out of the inner suburbs for a better quality of life When you explain, you will be expected to 
refer to “theories or case studies”. Our main theory is taken from the Burgess Model and is that quality of life in British cities improves as 
one moves from the inner city to the outer suburbs.  

 
Anomalies and/or unexpected results e.g. However some areas of the inner city have been regenerated and rebranded which makes them 
attractive to some, which is why the data for Salford Quays is closer to the Bowden data than the Ordsall data. 
 
Wider geographical significance—whether your results useful to others or whether all urban areas are like this. It is important that we 
look at how and why quality of life varies so that we have data to support communities, councils and governments to try to improve 
matters. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Stage 6 – Evaluation of 
geographical enquiry 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


