AoS 3

Film Music

Revision tips and exercises



A0S 3: Film Music

From the Edugas specification:

Learners will study the use of timbre, tone colour and dynamics for

effect, as follows:

® Use of musical elements to respond to a brief

®* Use of leitmotifs and thematic transformation to develop

thematic material
®* Use of musical features to create a mood in descriptive music

® Use of instrumental and/or vocal timbres to create

colour/mood
®* Use of dynamics and contrast to create special effects
®* Use of music technology to enhance sonority

®* Use of minimalistic techniques in film music



A0S 3: Film Music

This topic is all about how composers use musical
elements including sonority, tone colour, and

dynamics for effect.

LEITMOTIF - a recurring musical idea (melody/chord
sequence/rhythm) which is associated with a particulatl

character or place.

GO to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHopnVBUfVO tO see a

description of a leitmotif.

THEMATIC TRANSFORMATION - the

development of a leitmotif by adding new notes or
material, developing part of the theme, changing the
pitch/rhythm, changing the sonority by using different

instruments.



A0S 3: Film Music

Listen to some famous leitmotifs.

* What makes them successful in representing their

character/place/idea?

* How are they developed to show thematic

transformation?
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GO tO https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bTpp8PQSog

e What word describes the repeated brass pattern before
the melody comes in?

e What instrument plays the main leitmotif?

e Is it major or minor?

e Why do you think John Williams made these decisions to

represent the character of Indiana Jones?



A0S 3: Film Music

Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Htaj303JD8I

[=] i [m]
e How would you describe the kv A
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texture at the start?
e What instrument plays the main Leitmotif?
e Give two difference between the original

presentation of the leitmotif and the second
time you hear it (around 0.46 seconds in).

What mood/ atmosphere does the music
help to create?



A0S 3: Film Music

GO to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LV8i-pSVMaQ

* How does the composer develop the

leitmotif?
* Give two ways in which the theme helps to

create tension and anticipation

« What word describes the repeated pattern

that is heard throughout the opening?
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Make sure you know your instruments, but most importantly, make sure

you know what different instruments are used for!
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A0S 3: Film Music

Approaching the 10-mark question

“This music is the theme for an action movie. Explain how
this music is appropriate for this setting.”

REMEMBER: Mr D Tights!
Melody/ pitch
Rhythm

Dynamics

Tempo
What buzzwords would you

Instrumentation/ sonority | |
associate with these terms?

Genre/ style
Harmony/tonality
Texture

Structure

*DO NOT repeat/labour points! E.g. ‘the violin represents sadness
which adds to the sense of loss and sorrow. This is because the soldiers
would be feeling loss and sorrow as there is lots of loss and sorrow in
a war. We feel the same sense of loss and sorrow.’*



EDUQAS sample questions on Film Music

Search for ‘Schindler’s List’ on YouTube and answer the questions below:

(a) For each extract, tick v [3+3]

(i) one solo instrument
(ii) one accompanying instrument (or instruments).

(b) The music in each extract creates a particular mood and atmosphere for the
audience. For each extract, explain two ways in which the composer

achieves this effect. [6]
(a) Identify the instruments: Choose from: Tick
(i) Solo Instrument French Hom

Violin

Electric Guitar

(i) Accompanying Instrument(s) Brass

Harp

Percussion

(b) Explain two ways in which the composer achieves the mood and atmosphere of:

sorrow/reflection




EDUQAS sample questions on Film Music

Search for ‘James Bond’ on YouTube and answer the questions below:

(a) For each extract, tick 4 [3+3]

(i) one solo instrument
(ii) one accompanying instrument (or instruments).

(b) The music in each extract creates a particular mood and atmosphere for the
audience. For each extract, explain two ways in which the composer

achieves this effect. [6]
(a) Identify the instruments: Choose from: Tick

(i) Solo Instrument Trombone

Clarinet
Electric Guitar

(i) Accompanying Instrument(s) Brass
Piano

Percussion

a. Explain two ways in which the composer achieves the mood and atmosphere of:

action/excitement
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EDUQAS sample questions on Film Music

Search for ‘Jaws’ on YouTube and answer the questions below:

(a) For each extract, tick v [3+3]
(1) one solo instrument
(ii) one accompanying instrument (or instruments).

(b) The music in each extract creates a particular mood and atmosphere for the
audience. For each extract, explain two ways in which the composer
achieves this effect. [6]

(a) Identify the instruments: Choose from: Tick
(i) Solo Instrument French Hom
Viola
Saxophone
(i) Accompanying Instrument(s) Brass
Harpsichord
Percussion

(a) Explain two ways in which the composer achieves the mood and atmosphere of:

suspense
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A0S 3: Musical devices for FILM

Film soundtrack

The background music for a film which runs throughout

Cue sheet

Planning sheet used by film composers to match the
music to the action on screen

Hit point/ Sync point

A key moment in the action which the composer wants to

reflect in the music

Dynamics Volume

Accent A loud onset to a note

Sequence A pattern that is repeated at a lower or higher pitch

Ostinato A pattern that is repeated over and over; can be
rhythmic or melodic

Glissando Sliding through a range of notes from high to low or vice
versa

Trill Fast repeated movement between two next door notes

Tremolando A single note, or two notes more than a tone apart,

repeated very quickly

Major scale

Eight notes following the pattern of:
tone, tone, semitone, tone, tone, tone, semitone

Minor scale

As for a major scale, but the third & sixth notes are
flattened and the seventh sharpened (so: t, st, t, t, t, st,
augmented 2"9)

Chromatic scale

A scale consisting of semitones

A melody using lots of semitone movement

Dissonance Notes played together that clash; harmonies containing
discords

Disjunct A melody containing large leaps

Conjunct A melody containing step wise movement
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